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INTRODUCTION 
 

     Apathy.  Sadness.  Destruction.  Darkness.  Despair.  These words are an appropri-

ate description of the days of God’s People when the  hearts of kings turned away 

from Jehovah….like the days of any one whose heart strays from the God off all 

creation...when hearts turn to a false god, when lives adapt to a fallen culture, 

when the ease of “going along” is greater than the reality of a daily encounter with 

God.  Such is the setting of a time in history when God’s people drastically failed, 

and brought upon themselves their own destruction.  But, in the midst of such des-

pair, there arose a few individuals who would choose to make their stand for the 

God of their heart...for their Lord.   

     Welcome to a journey into the first ten chapters of 2 Kings, where God has given 

us the theme “Stepping Up.”  This study will allow us to see the challenges of a 

fallen culture as opportunities to “step up” and fulfill God’s calling on our lives as 

His people and His possession.  Our study will lead us to encounter challenges of 

faith and commitment….duty and calling.   We will face opportunities to rise  to 

the occasion in our  integrity, relationships, finances, and occupations.  We will be 

encouraged to face disappointments and despair with the power and strength of  

our God.  And, we will find within the treasures of God’s perfect Word a plan for 

overcoming the  greatest of trials and heartaches so that we might live in a strong-

er and more consistent faith.    And, this will only be possible as we  “step up” to 

the opportunities of growth and commitment that await us.   

 

      THE DOOR OPENS                       the first two chapters… 

     Our first glance at the theme of “stepping up” comes from the storyline of 2 

Kings, chapter one.  King Ahaziah was guilty of leading Israel away from Jehovah 

God to serve other gods (particularly the god Ekron).  We are told in the opening 

verses of chapter one that King Ahaziah had suffered an injury, and sent messen-

gers to the temple of the god of Ekron  to inquire about his possible recovery from 

sickness. 

 



   As he deploys his messengers, God is at that very time moving on the heart of the 

prophet  Elijah (appointed as all prophets for the purpose of  speaking God’s truth into 

the life of the king) to reveal to the king this message:  “is it because there is no god 

in Israel  that you are going to inquire of the god of Ekron?”  (1:3)  Elijah then prophe-

sied, “you will not get up from your sickbed, you will certainly die.” (1:4) This mes-

sage was conveyed to the messengers of the king on their way to the Temple of 

Ekron, and they returned to convey to him the words of the prophet.   In response, 

on three occasions , the king sends an envoy of soldiers to establish control over the 

prophet, and to still his words.  On the first two occasions,  as the envoy approached  

the prophet, fire fell and consumed them.  But, on the third time, the captain eviden-

tially learning form the first two approaches, fell before the prophet to respect the 

God of Elijah, and to plead for his life.  God then spoke to the prophet’s heart and 

directed him to go with the captain and speak to the king the message of his death.   

This is a huge act of courage, as a visit to the king without invitation could mean cer-

tain death, especially if your message is one of judgment and death.  Elijah stepped 

up,  delivered the message, and as chapter one closes, we see recorded the death of 

Ahaziah and the succession of King Joram.   

      

  In chapter two, Elijah is taken up in a whirlwind, and Elisha is given the prophet's 

mantle.  Elisha now steps up to fulfill his role as prophet to the  kings of Israel  - the 

role once held by his mentor Elijah -  and receives the mantle (the mantle being a 

simply piece of camel hide, but reflecting the identity, position, and commitment of 

the prophet).  I love the series of dialogue Elijah has with Elisha and the other young 

prophets.  Elijah travels to Bethel  to visit a group of young prophets (known as the 

sons of the prophets, or the school of prophets), and Elisha is hot on his trail saying 

“I will not leave you.”  When arriving at Bethel, the young prophets announce that 

Elijah will soon be taken by God.  They speak this to Elisha , calling Elijah his master 

(and revealing that there was a clear mentorship between Elijah and Elisha).  Elijah 

moves on to Jericho to speak to the school of young prophets there,  and the same 

thing happens—confirmation that Elijah will be taken to Heaven.  Then, Elijah moves 

on to the River Jordan and is followed by Elisha and the young prophets.  Elijah 

takes off his camel skin cloak, rolls it up and strikes the water of the Jordan.   

 



          

The waters part, and Elijah and Elisha walk across.  On the other side, Elisha requests of his 

master that he have the opportunity to serve as much, and even more than Elijah (“give 

me a double portion of your spirit”).  As the two talk, a chariot and horsemen of fire, repre-

senting strength and power from God (not from Israel), descend between the two, and Eli-

jah is carried to Heaven.  The mantle falls from his hand, and Elisha picks it up...and, His 

ministry as the Prophet of Israel begins.  With the deepest of passion and desire, prompt-

ed by the spirit of Jehovah, Elisha steps up.  He STEPS UP! And, immediately, God begins 

His work. (2:19-42).    

 

Today is a good day to ask, “am I willing to pick up the mantle that God would have for 

me?” (the mantle representing the Spirit and anointing of God’s call).  In Chapter 2,  Elisha 

becomes a picture of God’s message, God’s heart, and God’s will.   

 

God is  designing the same type of picture in 

you.  He wants to reveal His message, heart, 

and will  through you.  Are you willing?  Are you 

ready?   

Are you ready to step up?  

 

“To what?” may be the question of many.  And, 

the solid answer to this question is ultimately “the heart and ministry of Jesus Christ.”  

So, today, may we accept the challenge to step up and fulfill the calling of Christ in every 

area of life:  the calling to follow Him, to be His disciple, and to make Him Lord in every 

way., and to lead others to do the same.  This is true Kingdom Living.  This is what it 

means to be under the rule and reign of Christ.  Let’s step up.   

 

The following pages represent  sermon outlines for the Sunday Morning Teachings at First 

Baptist, Fairfield.  Each teaching will give encouragement on how to step up in the Kingdom 

Living of Jesus Christ by learning from the failed kingdoms of man.   

      



Part 1  

Spiritual Purity, Not Spiritual Posture  

2 Kings 3:13 

 

i. defining spiritual posture  

 

 

Ii.  Defining spiritual purity  

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 2 

DETERMINING the Influence Over Your Life...   

...in step with God, or man?             2 Kings 3:4-27 

 

I. Necessity of God’s counsel (1-12) 

 

II.Common fellowship with the Spirit (13-15) 

 

III.  Commitment to “Otherness”  - the face of 

Christ (17-27) 

 

Tools for Living: 

 



Tools for Living: 

 

Part 3 

Open Before God—The Power of Empty Jars  

2 Kings 4:1-7 

 

i. Trust  

 

II.Resolve 

 

III. Openness   



Part 4 

What is Lost?  Returning Value to Things  

Forgotten   

2 Kings 4:8-17 

 

i. Identity 

 

 

II. Heritage  

 

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 5 

Lessons from a Desperate Heart - When You Truly Desire 

God to Move 

2 Kings 4:18-37 

Lesson #1 - The Desperate heart always ________  _________ of 

________. 

 

Lesson #2 - The Desperate heart is ______________ before 

______. 

 

Lesson #3 - In Desperation, our  self-______________ must be 

reduced. 

 

Lesson #4 - In Desperation, trust the __________ of the 

___________ on your life. 

 
Tools for Living: 

 



Part 6 

Inside Out - A lifestyle formula for obedience and blessing  

2 Kings 4:38-44 

 LO        +        CO       =       GP 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 7 

Positioned for Power -  

How “not to miss” God’s Work in You           2 Kings 5:1-19                                                                         

Lessons from 7 Muddy Ducks 

 

#1 - Your ________ __________ can control you. 

 

 

#2– You must ___________  ____________    

 ____________.  

 

 

#3 - You must not _________ God’s way, but simply __________ 

         His _____________.  

 

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 8 

The Sin of Entitlement  

...denying God the right to work in you.         2 Kings 5:20-27  

 

The Downward Spiral of Entitlement: 

_____________________ 

 

                                _______________ 

 

                              _________________ 

 

                        

Tools for Living: 

 

                          



Part 9 

Faith Rising to the Occasion  

 2 Kings 6:1-23  

Introduction:  Two major struggles with our faith: (1) when we fail to see God’s 

hand at work in the small things; and,  (2) when we fail to see the deeper things of 

God’s  work  in our lives. 

 

¶ Faith & the Occasion of the “small things”  

 

 

¶ Faith & the Occasion of the “deeper things” 

        (1) the _____________________ 

        (2) the _____________________ 

        (3) the _____________________ 

       

                        

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 10 

Reaction or Repose  

How to counter your disappointments        2 Kings 6:24-33 

 

¶ Reaction:  Profile of  the  king  

 

 

 

¶ Repose:  Profile of the Prophet  

               

                        

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 11 

When I Choose “not” to Go Forward... 

The destructive power of doubt                      2 Kings 7:1-20 

 

§ The “Seedbed” of Doubt  

      ...  2 areas of our lives we have difficulty letting go of: 

      (1) 

      (2)  

 

 

§ Reasons Doubt is Destructive 

       (1) 

 

       (2) 

 

       (3)  

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 12 

Reclaiming Lost Territory 

2 Kings 2 Kings 8:1-6 

...lessons from the storyline: 

 

Scene #1 - The foundation:   

(verse 1) 

 

Scene #2 - The loss:   

(verses 2-5) 

 

Scene #3 - The restoration:  

 (verse 6)  

 

 

Tools for Living: 

 



Tools for Living: 

 

Part 13 

Man of God, or Man of the People 

Stepping up to the right Allegiance        2 Kings  8:7-29 

 

¶ Knowing the difference (8:7-15)  

 

 

¶ Knowing the Promise of the man of God  (8:16-24) 

 

 

¶ Knowing the destruction of the man of the people 

(8:25-29)  

 

 

 



Part 14 

Lessons from the Anointing 

The true measure of success.                                2 Kings  9 

 

¶ God’s anointing is ________________ (meaning that 

God is ___________  and _____________bout who He 

sets apart) 

 

¶ The assignment is always the _____________ 

_______________ 

 

¶ The ultimate ___________ of the ___________ is      

measurable only  by God’s _________________.  

 

 

 

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 15 

Guilty?!   

Circumstance of my sin...                               2 Kings 10:1-27 

 

Ý i__________________ 

 

 

Ý t__________________ 

 

 

Ý a__________________ 

Tools for Living: 

 



Part 16 

Confidentially Speaking... 

Honest About the Secret Condition of Your Heart 

2 Kings 10:28-36 

¶ Public Success (verse 28) 

 

¶ Private Failure (verse 31)  

      (1) God’s ____________ blessings are limited by 

 ___________ disobedience.  

 

      (2)  I cannot expect ______________ ___________ to 

 flourish if  I am not in the least __________________. 

 

      (3) I can bring _______________ responsibilities under  

 God’s judgment if I am not under God’s total reign  

 _____________. 

Tools for Living: 
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